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Abstract

This paper is a continuation of our early work (Chand, Naidu, Naqvi,
2019) on compiling a full bibliography of all theses and dissertations
done on education in the Pacific from 1900 to 2019. Countries cov-
ered include all Pacific island nations except the French colonies. In
the earlier work, we compiled a bibliography of doctoral disserta-
tions. In this paper, we commence the compilation of a bibliography
of theses and research papers done towards the degree of Master.
We treat this as a work-in-progress for a fully comprehensive list of
all dissertations and theses on education, as well as a part of a big-
ger project on a comprehensive database of all publications on edu-
cation in the Pacific.

Introduction

This paper continues on the earlier works on developing comprehensive
bibliographies of all works on education in the Pacific (Sohail & Jayasundara,
2017; Chand, et.al., 2018; Chand, Naidu & Naqvi, 2019). The intention is to
bring to one readily available open source site references to all published mate-
rials on education in the Pacific.

The value of research at the post graduate level is in creation of new
knowledge through the research. Education is a critical element of the set of
pre-requisites for development. Research in the academic field of ‘education’
itself is part of the process of creating better students and better graduates. The
value of the new knowledge is recognised when peers acknowledge the
knowledge created and when policy makers get informed by the research work
done and knowledge so created.
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While the current internet revolution has improved accessibility of re-
search materials considerably from the state of accessibility a few decades
back, there continues to be marked absence of full disclosure of all theses for
Master degrees by many institutions. While an author’s right to build on
his/her master research is respected, serious consideration ought to be given by
the academia on whether this right ought to be time bound. Making available
all theses on the public platform is essential for not only making the
knowledge so created publicly available, but also for quality assurance purpos-
es.

Referencing or Bibliography?

Traditionally, a distinction has been made between a ‘reference list’ and
a ‘bibliography’. A reference list is a list of all materials an author actually
cites in his/her work, while a bibliography is a list of all materials an author
examined or went through in the course of research leading to the final prod-
uct, irrespective of whether the work was actually cited in his/her product. Ac-
ademic institutions require acknowledgement of others’ works, materials, ide-
as, methods, data, etc., that a writer — be it a student or an academic — uses to
build his/her arguments on.

While this is a well-accepted foundation in the academia, the ‘grey’ area
concerns acknowledgement of ‘ideas’. The question in this regard is whether
the ‘idea’ is limited to an expressed statement carrying the idea in the source
document, or extends to a researcher getting an idea that emerges from the
work of another. An author who builds an idea based on the implicit ideas in
the work of another can make a cogent case of originality on the basis of lack
of an expressed statement in the latter. Whether it is the letter of the concept of
acknowledgement or the spirit, may perhaps be fruitfully addressed by the phi-
losophy behind the literature review requirement of a post graduate research.

While most academic institutions have policies on acknowledgment, of-
ten encapsulated in regulations on ‘plagiarism’, many institutions now also
have included specific guidelines on acknowledgement for theses and disserta-
tions.

The University of the South Pacific, for example, has a clear statement
on acknowledging others for theses; its Theses Presentation Guidelines state:
‘All theses must have references for every source mentioned in the text (as
footnotes, endnotes or parenthetical citations) and a Bibliography citing the
sources and materials used in carrying out the research’ (USP, 2020: para 12).
The requirement that a PG researcher ought to provide a list of all materials the
researcher examined or went through — including as part of one’s literature
survey — irrespective of whether these are cited in the researcher’s thesis, pro-
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vides a complete cover for! acknowledging the contributions of others in the
works of the thesis writer.

The Waikato University in New Zealand, where a notable number of
students from the Pacific go for their post-graduate training in Education,
states:

The failure to give recognition to others' work so that it gives the

impression that their work is your own is plagiarism. The University

takes a serious view of plagiarism, and will require significant re-
writing and re-submission of theses in which it is found. You must
acknowledge all work that is not your own — whether ideas, experi-
mental procedures, or data. This requirement extends to maps, ta-
bles, diagrams and photographs. Acknowledgement of others' work
takes the form of "citations" and "references" (University of Waika-
to, nd1).
Thus, while in this document Waikato doesnot use the two distinct words ‘ref-
erence’ and ‘bibliography’, the intent of acknowledgement of the contribution
of others is captured by specifically listed terms ‘citations’ and ‘references’ for
this purpose.
The University goes further and explains the reasons for referencing: It’s
referencing guidelines state:
There are a number of reasons why you need to reference your work:
e To show that relevant sources have been investigated
e To enable the person reading our work to trace the original
sources we have used
e To provide documentary support for an argument
e To give differing points of view of an argument
e To indicate that we have not used someone else's ideas and
claimed them as our own (Universty of Waikato, nd2).
The University’s guidance on thesis writing states:
The bibliography or references list ... must include all the litera-
ture specifically cited in the text. A bibliography may include addi-
tional literature that is not specifically cited. Some departments
will require that literature not specifically cited in the thesis is
listed separately (the "Bibliography"), with the cited references
listed as "References" (University of Waikato, nd3).

Acknowledging the works, methods and ideas of others, therefore,

! Whether this component of the ‘Guidelines’ is strictly enforced is unclear. Of the
theses listed in this paper, there is a mix in the use of the terms ‘References’ and
‘Bibliography’.
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is an integral part of academic discourse. It needs to find its strongest root
in post-graduate research.

Incidence of Acknowledgement of Research by Researchers

As for the findings on doctoral dissertations (Chand, Naidu & Naqvi,
2019), there is also a marked lack of the incidence of ‘referencing’ by Masters
scholars of master and doctoral dissertations done in the Pacific. Table 1
shows the ‘referencing’ of Pacific masters and doctoral dissertations by re-
searchers being awarded Master degrees at the University of the South Pacific
during the decade 2010-2019.

Table 1: Theses Acknowledgement in USP Masters Theses, 2010-19 (Averages)

No. of Thesis on Pac | Non-Pac Thesis Overall
Thesis |Masters| Dr. | Masters Dr Pacific | Others | Total
2010 9 1.89 1.78 0.22 0.11 3.67 0.33 4.00
2011 4 2.75 0.25 0.25 1.00 3.00 1.25 4.25
2012 4 0.75 0.50 0 0 1.25 0 1.25
2013 3 1.00 0.33 0.33 0 1.33 0.33 1.67
2014 3 0.67 1.00 0 1.67 1.67 1.67 3.33
2015 6 1.00 0.17 0.33 1.5 1.17 1.83 3.00
2016 4 0.75 0 0 0.25 0.75 0.25 1.00
2017 8 1.00 0.38 1.13 0.5 1.38 1.63 3.00
2018 14 1.21 0.93 0.21 1.14 2.14 1.36 3.50
2019 8 0.5 0.25 0.38 1.63 0.75 2.00 2.75
Overall 63 74 42 21 53 116 74 190
Average 1.17 0.67 0.33 0.84 1.84 1.17 3.02
Excl. Outlier: 62 60 38 21 53 98 74 172
Average 0.97 0.63 0.55 2.52 1.85 0.76 2.32

e Data is from the reference/bibliography sections of the USP dissertations which are avail-
able on the USP dissertations repository at http://digilib.library.usp.ac.fj/

The results show that on average, the referencing incidence of Masters
theses written on the Pacific is 1.17, while that for doctorate theses is 0.67. The
corresponding figures for referencing from theses which do not directly relate
to education in the Pacific, are 0.33 and 0.84. The Pacific referencing figures
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fall significantly if the single outlier from 2010 — which accounted for 19% of
all Masters and 10% of all doctorate referencing from 2010 to 2019, is exclud-
ed.

Table 2 shows referencing of masters and doctorate theses by the Uni-
versity of Waikato Master students research aspects of education in the Pacific,
for the period 2010-2019.
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This is clearly reflected in the referencing by Waikato University Masters stu-
dents; 85% of all referencing by Waikato students of theses on Pacific educa-
tion were of theses done at Waikato University itself; overall 76% of all theses
references were done at Waikato. Table 3 provides details on this.

Table 2: Theses Acknowledgement, Waikato Masters Theses, 2010-19

No. of |_Thesis on Pac | Non-Pac Thesis Overall
Thesis | Masters| Dr. | Masters | Dr. Pacific |Others| Total
2010 10 19 13 12 8 32 20 52
2011 3 19 2 1 2 21 3 23
2012 3 17 4 3 3 21 6 27
2013 7 24 5 5 7 29 12 41
2014 2 6 2 2 0 8 2 10
2015 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2017 2 6 2 0 2 8 2 10
2018 1 3 0 0 0 3 0 3
2019 1 1 3 0 0 4 0 4
Overall 31 95 30 23 23 125 46 170
Avg. 3.06 | 097 0.74 0.74 4.03 1.48 5.48

Table 3: Inhouse Referencing, Waikato University, 2010-2019
Inhouse Incidence of
All Referencing Referencing Inhouse Referencing

Pac | Oth | Total | Pac | Oth | Total Pac Oth | Overall
2010 | 32 20 52| 23 12 35 72% 60% 67%
2011 | 21 3 23 18 1 19 86% 33% 83%
2012 | 21 6 27 19 2 21 90% 33% 78%
2013 | 29 12 41 27 8 35 93% 67% 85%
2014 8 2 10 7 1 8 88% 50% 80%
2015| 0 0 0| o 0| il | Nil | Ni
2016 | 0 0 0] o 0| Nil | Nil | Nil
2017 7 3 10 6 0 6 86% Nil 60%
2018 | 3 0 3] 3] 0 31 100% | NI | 100%
2019 | 4 0 41 3] 0 30 75% | NiL | 759
Total | 125 46 170 | 106 24 130 85% 52% 76%

e Data is from the reference sections of the Waikato dissertations which are available on
the Waikato dissertations repository at
https://researchcommons.waikato.ac.nz/handle/10289/2222

The comparative figures show a far higher incidence of thesis referenc-
ing by Waikato’s Master’s students than those from USP at all levels. Refer-
encing of Master theses done on Pacific education by Waikato students was
over 260% more than that by USP students, while that for doctorate thesis it
was 145% more. Overall, Waikato student theses referencing was 180% more
than that by USP Masters students for the period 2010-2019.

In-house Referencing

A specific matter that emerged from the examination of the referencing
works of post-graduate theses is the high incidence of ‘in-house’ referencing.

While a number of issues, some quite fundamental to the academia,
emerge from both, the low incidence of referencing of theses, and the high in-
cidence of in-house referencing, a matter of critical importance concerns the
utilities of research leading to a thesis.

Remarks

Masters degrees are offered at level 9 of the Qualifications Frameworks.
A core defining feature of this level of qualification is that the research ought
to create a certain knowledge which is an original contribution to literature. In
some QF’s this requirement extends to the ability of the student to produce a
paper for publication in an academic journal of acceptable rank. The value of
research leading to a post graduate qualification lay in this. One would, there-
fore, expect that researchers would at least examine and acknowledge the orig-
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inal contributions to knowledge made by post-graduate products. A lack of ref-
erencing is, prima facie, an indicator that master students do not see value in
master theses done by others in Pacific education at various institutions of
learning; a likely reason for this could be that master theses are deemed by the
students and/or their supervisors as not creating original contributions to
knowledge in Pacific education. The question that emerges is whether this may
indicate a declining overall standard of theses done, and/or the quality of guid-
ance and supervision of students. This area, touchy as it may be, needs thor-
ough examination if there is to be progress in answering the question on the
utility of postgraduate research.

What is on the public record is the serious and ongoing concerns ex-
pressed at least in 2 countries on lack of relevant research. In Fiji in 2009, the
Permanent Secretary for Education had raised serious concerns on the unavail-
ability of thorough researched papers on education in Fiji which could benefit
the ministry in terms of policy considerations, while in PNG, experts review-
ing PNG universities for the Government had expressed related concerns
(Chand, et.al, 2018: 34). Whether over the past decade, with the significant
rise in the number of postgraduate dissertations in various aspects of education
in the Pacific, this matter has begun to be addressed, remains to be examined.
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