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Education in the Pacific, as Explored through Doctoral Studies:
A Bibliography of Dissertations/Theses on Education in the
Pacific

Ganesh Chand
Bhavika Naidu
Tanveer H. Naqvi

Abstract

This paper is a bibliography of all theses and dissertations done
on education in the Pacific from 1900 to 2019. Countries cov-
ered include all Pacific island nations except the French colo-
nies. We treat this as a work-in-progress for a fully comprehen-
sive list of all doctoral works on education, as well as a part of
a bigger project on a comprehensive database of all publica-
tions on education in the Pacific. The paper shows that there
were 592 doctoral research works done until 2019, with those
on Samoa and PNG taking the lead, followed by Guam and Fiji.

Introduction

This paper continues on the earlier works on developing comprehensive
bibliographies of all works on education in the Pacific (Sohail & Jayasundara,
2017; Chand, et.al., 2018). The intention is to bring to one readily available
open source references to all published materials on education in the Pacific.

While the current internet revolution has improved accessibility of re-
search materials considerably from the state of accessibility a few decades
back, the apparent lack of cooperation between repositories of materials, possi-
bly also marked by a lack of passion in repository managers in ensuring the
wisest possible collection and accessibility to researchers not well endowed fi-
nancially, makes it difficult to even access dissertations citations of students
from a particularly university from that university’s own repository, as we en-
countered often in research that led to his paper. This is what perhaps may con-
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tribute to explaining the negligible citations of dissertations and theses by doc-
toral students for their works. Particularly where doctoral degrees are entirely
research based, it would need serious explanation from supervisors and degree
awarding departments, on why they allow students to escape with considerably
weak existing relevant dissertation research as part of the literature survey
leading to doctoral degrees. Table 1 shows the citations of Pacific Masters and
doctoral dissertations by researchers being awarded doctoral degrees at the
University of the South Pacific during the decade 2010-2019. The results from
2015 onwards look quite worrying.

Table 1: Citation of Pacific dissertations, 2010-2019
Masters PhD

Naisilisili (2012) 6 8
Qovu (2013) 15 10
Chand, Zakia Ali (2015) 0 1
Mandal (2016) Not Available

Dayal (2017) 0 0
Lingam (2017) Not Available
Sale-Whippy (2018) 2

Alasa (2019) 2

Kumar, RR (2019) 2

Average 3.86 4.14

Significance of Doctoral Research

It has been the norm that doctoral research contributes to society be cre-
ating new knowledge. In education, such new knowledge would add to improv-
ing literacy and applications to lift the standards of living in the society. This
premise is sufficient to take doctoral research outcome seriously. Policy mak-
ing ought to be informed from, inter alia, such research. But whether this is the
case for the Pacific island nations is open for discourse.

What is known is that most of the Ministries responsible for education
have ‘research’ sections. But none of the ‘research’ sections have a set of most,
if not all, the doctoral dissertations on education done for their own countries,
or if they have one, then be informed at the policy level from these. One con-
tributory factor to this state of affairs is the premium on ‘time’ for staff of re-



Education in the Pacific, as Explored by Doctorate Dissertations 3

search departments. Where search for dissertations becomes time consuming,
utilisation of results from these dissertations to inform their own policy rec-
ommendations would fall low on priority. A central registry of all doctoral dis-
sertations, therefore, would be expected to eliminate at least this constraint for
the research departments.

A related issue is the interface between the research departments of edu-
cation ministries of various Pacific island governments and researchers. While
at the individual levels a number of academics from various universities in-
volved in educational research aim to develop strong links with education min-
istries, the responses from the ministries has not been equally commensurate or
powerful. One reason for this is the anxiety that educational research that fo-
cuses directly on schools, and/or teaching and learning may bring to light mat-
ters which would either challenge the exiting wisdom or embarrass those man-
aging the education ministries. In Fiji, for example, one matter which a collec-
tive of education researchers identified as worth carrying out research was on
teacher and student absenteeism and effective student learning time. As a cour-
tesy measure, the Permanent Secretary was advised of this research cluster. To
the surprise of the University, however, without any explanation, the Secretary
categorically disallowed any research on this subject.

The attempt to control research found its way into a ‘policy’ adopted by
the Ministry in 2017, signed by the Prime Minister and Minister for Education,
Heritage & Arts on 29 September 2017. The policy states:

No research covering education can take place in schools located
within Fiji without it being considered and recommended for ap-
proval by the Research and Ethics Committee based at MoEHA.
The approval must have endorsement of the Permanent Secretary
for Education, Heritage and Arts. (POSEHA) and approval must
be communicated in writing to the researcher. (s.2.2, MOE, Poli-
cy on Research).

The Permanent Secretary also ‘reserves the right to terminate any research or
revoke any research approval for wilful failure to adhere to the provisions stat-
ed’ in the policy. The research

approvals are safeguards to ensure that ... National Institutions
are informed of the intended and on-going research in their man-
dated areas and that they are given an opportunity to influence the
course of the research being undertaken in their areas of interest.
The research generally aims to protect national interests and, as
far as, possible, discourage clandestine activities which may be
undertaken under the cover of research. (Stress added).
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A schedule of research approval fees is also prescribed, which ranges from
FID20 for local post graduate unit researchers to FID500 for doctoral research-
ers from abroad. The permits are valid for 3 months, after which an additional
fee, ranging from FJD50 for locals to FID200 for foreign researchers, is levied.
The researcher is also required to enter into a binding agreement with the Min-
istry of Education to provide the Ministry ‘a copy of the Research Re-
port/Thesis’, as well as a permission to ‘grant the Ministry of Education the
right to publish the research or an edited summary’.

Other than the ‘Policy’, in Fiji, there has also been a purge on ‘outsiders’
(defined as those who are outside the Fijian education system) accessing
schools, school teachers, students or employees without the written permission
of the Ministry of Education. Outsiders include postgraduate researchers, irre-
spective of their national origins.! Allergy to research hardly allow for a
healthy and mutually beneficial policy outcomes.

While visa for research is a requirement for most Pacific countries, the
almost Gestapo/KGB type of mind-set in regulating research on education is
absent in other Pacific countries. There is no written policy provision in any
other Pacific Island nation aimed to ‘influence the course of research’. This
provides a useful window for independent research and creation of knowledge
which would have potential for policy considerations.

Dissertation Summary

The first recorded doctoral dissertation we could document is the 1929
German study by Josef Winthuis titled ‘Zur Psychologie und Methode der re-
ligiossittlichen Heidenunterweisung: Auf Grund eigener Erfahrungen in der
SQdsee-Mission (On the psychology and method of religious and moral mis-
sionary teaching: based on personal experience in the South Seas Mission),
which was a DPhil thesis for the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat. This was

! National laws of almost every country require that ‘research’ visas be obtained by
non-citizens to carry out research in respective countries (for Fiji, see: s9(2)(e), Immi-
gration Act, 2003). Where approval of such visas is discretionary, there are strong
chances that there would be further disincentive to research. This area, however, re-
mains to be explored by researchers. Another potential hurdle may emerge from the call
for development of ‘research ethics’ by research institutions where, for reasons not
clearly articulated, detailed lists of ‘ethics’ include seeking approvals for research from
the government or government departments where such research would refer to such
departments. Fortunately, to date, no University in the Pacific region has gone to the
stage of adopting such provisions in any proposed research ethics policy.
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followed by 2 dissertations in 1937 — one on Fiji done through the Stanford
University (Mann, 1937), and one on the territories of the US done through the
City University of New York (Blank, 1937).

Four dissertations, all on American territories in the Pacific, were done
during the 1940’s — Reid (1941, through Columbia University), Crespi (1942,
Fordham University), Porrata (1947, Pennsylvania State College), and Fink
(1948, University of North Carolina). Table 1 provides a summary of doctoral

awards by country and year.

Table 1: Doctoral Dissertation Submissions

1900-69 | 1970-79 | 1980-89 | 1990-99 | 2000-09 | 2010-19 | Total |Overall
Fiji 8% | 10% | 11% | 19% | 17% | 34% | 70 | 12%
PNG 1% | 16% 9% | 23% | 27% | 23% | 91 | 15%
SolomonIs.| 0% 5% | 10% | 10% | 24% | 52% | 21 | 4%
Vanuatu 0% 0% 0% | 33% 0% | 67% | 6 | 1%
Samoa 11% | 11% | 14% | 12% | 25% | 26% | 91 | 15%
Tonga 11% 4% 9% | 27% | 13% | 36% | 45 | 8%
Cook Is 33% | 17% 0% 0% | 17% | 33% | 6 | 1%
Kirib/Tuv. 0% | 20% | 40% | 20% 0% | 20% | 5 | 1%
Niue/Toke. 0% | 25% | 25% | 50% 0% 0% | 4 | 1%
Guam 1% | 14% | 43% | 19% 7% | 16% | 81 | 14%
Palau 0% | 11% | 11% 0% | 22% | 56% | 9 | 2%
Other Mic | 17% | 12% | 12% | 19% | 14% | 26% | 69 | 12%
Pacifica 0% 0% 0% 8% | 23% | 69% | 13 | 2%
General 5% 7% 5% | 17% | 32% | 33% | 81 | 14%
Overall 7% | 11% | 15% | 18% | 20% | 29% (592

Note: The numbers shown here are more than the physical count of dissertations. Some disserta-
tions cover more than one country; such are listed in the counts for each country covered. A total
of 27 such dissertations are on the list of multiple country listings.

A number of interesting general observations can be made from the trend

in doctoral studies.

First, in terms of numbers, for the Melanesian and Polynesian regions,
over 50% of dissertations done to date have been done after year 2000. This is
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an indicator of rising interest of researchers in researching education in recent
years. For Micronesia, however, only a third of all dissertations done to-date
have been post-2000, indicating the relatively weakening geo-strategic valua-
tion of these countries by the USA. Micronesia comprises the American state
of Guam and the former Trust Territories of America; Kiribati is the only non-
American colony in this group. Detailed list given below shows that a vast ma-
jority of the dissertations on Micronesia were from American universities,
while a vast majority of those on Melanesia and Polynesia have been from
Australian and Commonwealth jurisdiction universities.

A third interesting feature is that 15% of the 592 dissertations done for
the Pacific, relate to the two Samoas, the same number as that for the large
country of PNG. A more disaggregated examination, albeit un-weighted by
population each year over the longer term, shows that overall, the highest
number of dissertations per capita were done for small countries like Niue/To-
kelau, Guam, Tonga, Palau, and Samoa (Table 2).

Table 2: Dissertation Density
Average Population
Country cover per thesis
Fiji 12,626
PNG 93,030
Solomon Is. 31,764
Vanuatu 50,750
Samoa 2,780
Tonga 2,237
Cook Is 3,017
Kiribati/Tuvalu 26,148
Niue/Tokelau 778
Guam 2,128
Palau 2,333
Other Mic 3,258
Overall 22,616

A number of additional critical work can be done on the interest of re-
searchers and students in doing detailed studies on Education in the Pacific
over time. Another would be the evolving themes on which research is being
undertaken. These have not been attempted for the present paper.
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What we do highlight, however, is that until 2019, almost a clear 50% of
all dissertations on education in the Pacific were done in Universities in the
US. Table 3 lists the countries where doctoral students in education on the Pa-
cific studied in.

Table 3: Dissertations by Country
Country Number %
USA 281 49.6%
Australia 107 18.9%
New Zealand 102 18.1%
UK/Ireland 25 4.4%
Fiji/USP 21 3.7%
Canada 15 2.7%
PNG 7 1.2%
Europe 5 0.9%
India 1 0.2%
China 1 0.2%
Philippines 1 0.2%

Total 565

Further examination shows that in each of these countries, a few univer-
sities dominated doctoral research on education in the Pacific. The University
of Hawaii led the list, with 41 dissertations, followed by the University of Ore-
gon (35 doctoral dissertations). These American universities were followed by
the University of Auckland (31 dissertations), and the Victoria University of
Wellington (26). Table 4 provides the list of Universities which had 10 or more
dissertations on education in the Pacific; these amongst them account for 48%
of all dissertations. The University of Queensland, University of Waikato and
the University of the South Pacific each had 21 dissertations.

There are a number of further detailed work which can throw better light
on the distribution of doctoral students on education. A critical one concerns
the ability of universities to supervise doctoral students in the students’ pre-
ferred area of study. This relates closely to the significance academics, and by
extension, the respective universities, give to education in the Pacific generally,
and the specific areas within education therein. Related to this is the matter of
funding both, projects as well as students. Doctoral studies are expensive pro-
grammes. The tuition costs alone for a Pacific island citizen attempting to carry
out a doctoral study in New Zealand, Australia, US or Europe are phenomenal-
ly high, and often beyond the reach of average Pacific PhD students in educa-
tion.
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Table 4: Dissertations by University, 1929-2019
No. of

University Country | Dissertations
University of Hawai'i US 41
University of Oregon US 35
University of Auckland NZ 30
Victoria University of Wellington NZ 26
University of Queensland Aust 21
University of the South Pacific FJ 21
University of Waikato, Hamilton NZ 21
University of California (System) US 20
University of Southern California UsS 15
Brigham Young University US 13
University of London UK/Ire 11
Queensland University of Technology Aust 10
University of New England Aust 10
Total 274

Scholarships from Universities or donor agencies are what sustain Pacif-
ic students in universities outside the Pacific. For donor support to students
through scholarships, and grant support to universities for developing expertise
in education in the Pacific, the critical factor would be the strategic importance
which donors see in this area of human development.

Within the Pacific, support for doctoral studies at local universities simi-
larly depend on support for building supervisory expertise in these universities.
This requires commensurate funding for education streams beyond that which
is needed for producing teachers for schools.

Conclusion

Education is one of the most critical areas for a country’s development.
The Pacific can remain disseminators of knowledge in education created in
other countries or regions. Where, however, countries see moving beyond the
wisdom from other countries as important, local creation of knowledge is en-
couraged. In this regard, doctoral research is vital. Research findings also need
to be readily available for policy makers as well as researchers to build
knowledge on.

This paper is part of an attempt by the Pacific Journal of Education to

bring together to a readily available source references to all resources on edu-
cation in the Pacific. The specific focus of this paper has been on doctoral dis-
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sertations. While a total of 565 unique dissertations have been listed in this bib-
liography, there would be additional ones which we have not been able to lo-
cate. Further works would fill the gaps which have remained. In addition, work
is in progress on developing a comprehensive bibliography of master’s disser-
tations, as well as on books and reports. Bibliographical works, by their nature,
are continuous endeavours. Annual or biennial updates would be required to
keep the bibliographies current.
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He and She

He never complains
no matter what the situation
Works hard
Day and Night
With all his might
to feed the little mouths
that awaited his sight.

Meanwhile she keeps herself busy
Nurturing and caring
Myriad thoughts become dreams
Only to come true
By the hardship they go through.

They start poor
Yet never let their kids sore
Others shun them
For money they have none.
Together they persevere
Eyes full of dreams
Though their tired bodies scream.

They invest in their children
As education was the way out of their situation
Endless nights of worry
wont go in vain and sorry.

Hard work reaps the sweetest fruit
When their children
Dress in graduation suit
The dream they dreamed
Slowly transform in reality
Education is the way out of poverty.

Avitesh Deepak Kumar
Manpreet Kaur

Dept of Language
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10,000 words. Shorter or longer submissions will be considered on their
merit. As the journal aims for a wide readership, authors should write in ac-
cessible language of intelligent communication. Unless absolutely neces-
sary, complex and lengthy models should be confined to the appendix. Seek
to minimize the use of endnotes. When unavoidable, the location of end-
notes within the text should be indicated by superscript numbers.

Abstracts: Each article should include an abstract of 100-200 words.

Titles: Titles of articles should be brief and accurate. Headings and sub-
headings within the text should be short and clear.

Spelling: Use British and ‘z” spellings. (e.g. labour, organize).

Quotations, Numbers, Dates and Tables/Figures: Use single quotation
marks. For quotations within quotations, use double marks. Indent longer
quotations. Omit points in USA, Ms, Dr and other such abbreviations.
Use the smallest possible number of numerals when referring to pagination
and dates. (e.g. 10-19, 42-5, 1961-4, 1961-75, 2000-2). In the text, spell out
numbers from one to ninety-nine; use numerals for 100 and over. Always
use numerals for percentages. (75 per cent). and units of measurement. (13
km, USS$ 40,000). Spell out ‘per cent’ in the text; the symbol % is acceptable
in tables. Dates should be in the form of 19 May 2000. Tables and figures
should be kept to a minimum. Notes and sources should be placed under
each table/figure. Column headings in tables should clearly define the data
presented. Camera-ready artwork should be supplied for all figures.

Referencing: Use the Harvard system of referencing. Works cited in the
text should read thus: (Rao, 2001: 41-4); Prasad (1998, 2002). For groups
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of citations, order alphabetically and not chronologically, using a semi-
colon to separate names: (Chand and Naidu, 1997; Narayan, 2001; Rob-
ertson, 1998). Use ‘et al.” when citing multi-authored works, but list all
the authors in the references. To distinguish different works by the same
author in the same year, use the letters a, b, c, etc., e.g. Rao. (2001,
2001y).

All works cited in the text (including sources for tables and figures)
should be listed alphabetically under References, beginning on a separate
sheet of paper. For multi-author works, invert the name of the first author
only (Chand, G. and V. Naidu). Use (ed.) for one editor, but (eds) for
multiple editors. When listing two or more works by one author, repeat
the author’s name for each entry. Indicate (opening and closing) page
numbers for articles in journals and chapters in books.

Dialogue/Reviews: PJE welcomes papers/documents for the dialogue and
review sections. These papers are not refereed. However, papers must
meet the journal style. Documents can retain original formal and style.
Email the papers documents to: pje.pacific@gmail.com.



